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MINUTES OF MEETING OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

May 1, 1987
Chairman Dale Vinet presiding;

Jack Cappel
Lyle Crain
Don Hines
Joe Palmisano
Warren Pol
Mark Roberts

Mr. J. Burton Angelle was also present.
The minutes of the meeting of April 3, 1987 were approved 

with a motion from Dr. Cappel and seconded by Mr. Roberts.
At Thursday’s meeting Ray Montet gave the enforcement report 

for the month of April 1987.
Corky Ferret gave the Survey Report at Thursday's meeting 

for the period of March 30-April 26, 1987. During this period 
field activity consisted of 124 surveys were scheduled, 48 surveys 
were unable to be done due to bad weather or fishermen unable to 
meet surveyor. Lease rental collected was $850.90, survey fees 
collected were $1,055.00, ten applications were filed and seven
teen new leases were issued.

Gerald Adkins presented two Notices of Intent. One to 
establish a minimum legal size for Spanish Mackerel and one to 
establish a minimum legal size for Cobia.

(The full text of the notices of 
intent is made a part of the record)

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
expresses intent to adopt a minimum legal size for Spanish mackerel 
(Scomberomorus maculatus) in Louisiana waters. The minimum legal 
size shall be established as 14” (inches) total length, or 12" 
(inches) fork length. Authority for this change is included in 
RS 56:326.1.

Interested parties may submit written comments or comment 
on this proposed, change until 4:30 PM, July 2 , 1987 in person 
or writing to: Mr. J. Burton Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P. 0. Box 15570, Baton 
Roue, LA 70895.



The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
expresses intent to adopt a minimum legal size for cobia 
(Rachycentron canadum) in Louisiana waters. The minimum 
legal size shall be established as 33" (inches) fork length. 
Authority for this change is included in R.S. 56:326.1.

Interested parties may submit written comments or comment 
on this proposed change until 4:30 PM, July 2, 1987 in person 
or writing to: Mr. J. Burton Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P. 0. Box 15570, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70895.

Corky Perret presented a declaration of emergency to set 
the shrimp season for 1987. Mr. Palmisano made a motion to 
approve the declaration to set the 1987 shrimp season, seconded 
by Mr. Crain and approved unanimously. Dr. Cappel made a motion 
to approve the special three day white shrimp season, seconded 
by Mr. Pol and approved unanimously.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
' Emergency is made a part of the

record)
In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(b), 

the Administrative Act, R.S. 56:967 which allows the wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set shrimp 
seasons and R.S. 56:497, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does:

1. Hereby set the 1987 inshore spring shrimp season to 
open at 6:00 AM on Monday, May 25, 1987, statewide.

2. Authorize and empower the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to close the 1987 inshore 
shrimp season in any area where the season needs to be 
closed to protect forthcoming white shrimp crop as 
defined in R.S. 56:497.

3. Sets a special white shrimp season for Calcasieu Lake 
including that portion of the Calcasieu Ship Channel 
south of channel marker 91-92 to run from 6:00 AM Tuesday, 
May 5 through 6:00 AM, Friday, May 8, 1987.

4. Provide that the Secretary of the Department of Wild
life and Fisheries give a minimum of 72 hours notice 
prior to the closing of the 1987 spring shrimp season 
or the opening of any special season.

Corky Perret also presented a resolution to ratify the Public 
Oyster Seed Grounds in the Vermilion Bay Area. Dr. Hines made a 
motion to ratify the resolution, seconded by Mr. Roberts and 
passed unanimously.
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WHEREAS, RS 56:434 A authorized the Commission to set aside 
such area from the inside waterbottoms of the state as 
it judges best adapted to the planting, propagation, 
growth and policing of seed oysters, and

WHEREAS, Biological surveys have shown the Atchafalaya, Vermilion 
Bay area to meet such qualifications, and

WHEREAS, There is a pressing need for an oyster seed ground in 
the Atchafalaya, Vermilion Bay area, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following described area 
be set aside as a designated oyster seed ground.
Johnnie Tarver presented a resolution to set the alligator

season for 1987. A motion was made by Mr. Pol, seconded by
Mr. Roberts which passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution 
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has
the authority under state and federal statute to establish 
an alligator harvesting program; and

WHEREAS, the alligator harvesting program as approved by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission on July 11, 1986 
for the fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the objectives of the experimental harvest program are
clearly outlined and procedures described in the accompaying 
documents entitled "1986 Experimental Alligator Harvest Pro
gram on Marsh Island Refuge" and "1987 Marsh Island Experi
mental Alligator Harvest Proposal; and

WHEREAS, the alligator population on Marsh Island has been determined 
by biologists of the Department to be capable of sustaining 
a harvest of surplus animals; and

WHEREAS, the removal of the surplus animals is considered to be 
a wise use of this natural resource; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby urge and authorize the Department to 
continue the Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest 
Program set to begin on July 6, 1987 to further refine the 
state alligator management program.
No action was taken on the channel catfish minimum size length

limit.
The August meeting will be held at Rockefeller on the 6th and

7th.
The meeting was adjourned.
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WHEREAS> RS 56:434 A Authorized the Commission to set aside such area from the 
inside water bottoms of the state as it judges best adapted to the 
planting, propagation, growth and policing.of seed oysters, and

WHEREAS, Biological surveys have shown the Atchalaya, Vermilion Bay area to 
meet such qualifications, and

WHEREAS, There is a pressing need for an oyster seed ground in the Atchafala, 
Vermilion Bay area, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following described area be set aside as a 
designated oyster seed ground

ATCHAFALAYA-VERMILION BAY OYSTER SEED GROUND

DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point of land on the southwest side of Southwest Pass > 
(y-335554.00) (x-1,774,683.00), thence S 31 54 44 E 4300.4 feet to Lighthouse 
Point on the southeast side of Southwest Pass and the most westerly point of 
Marsh Island (y-331,903.69) (x-1,776,956.24), thence along the south shorline 
of Marsh Island to the point known as South Point (y-298,750.40)
(x-1,863,189.50) thence S 74 10 18 E 5278.6 feet to a platform (y-284,352.82) 
(x-1,913973.65) thence S 68 18 41 E 75,154.9 feet to Eugene Island 
(y-256,578.31) (x-1,983808.02) thence S 35 17 41 E 17,453.6 feet to Point 
Au Fer (y-242,332.84) (x-1,993,892.44) thence along the southeastern shoreline 
of Atchafalaya Bay to South Point (y-257,413.00) (x-2,031,117.00) thence 
N 29 36 41 E 7455.7 feet to the north bank of Four League Pass (y-263,895.00) 
(x-2,034,801.00) thence along the eastern shoreline of Achafalaya Bay to the 
east bank of the Achafalaya River (y-294,175.00) (x-2,020,925.00) thence 
N 80 57 36 W 6001.5 feet to the west bank of the Achafalaya River 
(y-295,118.00) (x-2,014,998.00) thence along the north shoreline of Achafalaya 
Bay to Belle Isle Point (y-312,510.00) (x-1,969,990.00) thence following the 
shoreline of New Pass to a point on the west bank of New Pass (y-318,375.00) 
(x-1,967,345.00) thence westerly along the North shoreline of Achafalaya Bay 
to Point Chevreuil (y-309,951.00) (x-1,930,415.00) thence northerly along the 
shoreline of East Cote Blanche Bay to Point Marone (y-352,112.00)
(x-1,898,410.00) thence northerly along the east shoreline of West Cote 
Blanche Bay to the East side of the Jaws (y-389,415.00) (x-1,909,020.00) 
thence N 64 01 41 W 4407.1 feet to the west side of the Jaws (y-391,345.00) 
(x-1,905,058.00) thence westerly along the north shoreline of West Cote 
Blanche Bay to Cypremort Point (y-380,726.00) (x-1,826,461.00) thence 
northerly along the east shoreline of Vermilion Bay to Little Mud Point 
(y-412,498.00) (x-1,836,480.00) thence in a southerly direction along the 
shoreline of Weeks Bay to the east bank of Shark Bayou (y-403,692.00)
(x-1,840,583.00) thence northerly along the east shore of Weeks Bay to a 
point at the Mouth of Bayou Carlin (y-422,780.00) (x-1,841,195.00) 
thence westerly along the north shoreline of Vermilion Bay to Mud Point 
(y-382,749.00) (x-1,741,026.00) thence continue along the shoreline to a point 
at the southeast corner of Little White Lake (y-395,495.00) (x-1,738,384.00) 
thence along the shoreline of Little White Lake to Buck Point (y-391,673.00)



(x-1,736,065.00) thence continue along the shoreline to Redfish Point 
(y-375,420.00) (x-1,786,260.00) thence southerly along the west shoreline of 
Vermilion Bay to a point at the mouth of Hog Bayou (y-346,604.00)
(x-1,752,950.00) thence along the shoreline of Hell Hole to a point at the 
northeast corner of Hell Hole (y-347,496.00) (x-1,755,604.00) thence easterly 
along the shoreline of Vermilion Bay to Indian Point (y-352,201.00)
(x-1,777,875.00) thence southerly along the shoreline of Vermilion Bay and 
Southwest Pass to the Gulf and the Point of Beginning less and except the 
following.

1. Marsh Island wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve.

2. State Oyster leases presently active in the described area.

a. L22069
b. L22070

c. L22087
d. L22088

e. L22091
f. L28292

g. L27760
h. L22090

J. BlJRTON iN^ELLE 
Secretary / /



RESOLUTION OF CQNCURRANCE BY THE LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
COMMISSION AT THE REGULAR MEETING HELD IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
ON FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1987.

WHEREAS, The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has the
authority under State and Federal Statute to establish an 
alligator harvesting program; and

WHEREAS, The alligator harvesting program was approved by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission on July 11, 1986 for the 
fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the objectives of the experimental harvest program are
clearly outlined and procedures described in the accompanying 
documents entitled "1986 Experimental Alligator Harvest 
Program on Marsh Island Refuge" and "1987 Marsh Island 
Experimental Alligator Harvest Proposal; and

WHEREAS, The alligator population on Marsh Island has been determined 
by biologists of the Department to be capable of sustaining a 
harvest of surplus animals; and .

WHEREAS, The removal of the surplus animals is considered to be a wise 
use of this natural resource;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby urge and authorize the Department to 
continue the Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest 
Program set to begin on July 6, 1987 to further refine the 
statewide alligator, management program.

This is to certify that the above and foregoing , is a true copy of the 
excerpt of the minutes of the meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission held in New Orleans, Louisiana on Friday, May 1, 1987

J. Burton Angelle, Sr. 
Secretary



This is to certify that the attached document entitled "1987 Marsh 
Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Proposal" is a true copy of 
the excerpt of the minutes of the meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission held in New Orleans, Louisiana on Friday, 
May 1, 1987.

J. Burton Angelle, Sr. 
Secretary



1987 Marsh Island Experimental Alligator 

Harvest Proposal

INTRODUCTION

During the Spring and Summer of 1986 an experimental 

harvest of alligators was conducted on Marsh Island Wildlife 

Refuge. A total of 2,930 alligators were harvested.

Although data analysis is ongoing, Kinler et al. (1987) 

reported on the results of this 1986 harvest and made 

recommendations for a 1987 experimental harvest. An active 

alligator research program is currently being conducted on 

Marsh island. Research projects include night counts and 

aerial nest counts to estimate populations, togging for 

growth rate data, and an adult female telemetry study. This 

proposal details the objectives and procedures for the 

upcoming 1987 experimental harvest.

OBJECTIVES

1) To collect reproductive data to determine 

the proportion of adult-sized females'

[>_1.83 m (6 feet)] nesting annually. Also 

to determine reproductive rates as related 

to marsh management . units on Marsh Island 

(weired marsh, natural marsh and impoundment).

2) To evaluate an alternate time of annual harvest



2

with the intent of changing the sex ratio in the 

harvest. Also to evaluate size-class ratios in 

summer harvested alligators.

3) To evaluate the accuracy of a calculated optimum 

harvest rate.

4) To evaluate the logistics of handling and selling 

whole alligators so that the entire alligator 

(hi.de and meat) can be utilized.

5) To collect femurs from adult-sized females and 

extremely large male [^.3.34 m (11 feet)] alligators 

to evaluate age at sexual maturity in females and 

overall age structure of males.

6 ) To evaluate an alternate harvest methodology for 

1.22 m (4 feet) and 1.52 m (5 feet) alligators.

PROCEDURES

Harvest Quotas

Data collected from the 1986 experimental harvest was 

used to calculate a harvest quota for the 1987 harvest 

(Fig. 1). Due to the skewed size class frequency 

distribution in the 1986 harvest (Kinler et al. 1987) and to 

the different, but more representative production rate 

calculated from the 1986 data (Taylor et al. submitted for 

publication in 1987) the harvest quota for 1987 has been 

reduced significantly. The base quota for 1987, to be taken
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by the fishing method, is 1,500 alligators. An additional 

500 tags will be issued to harvest 1.22 m (4 feet) and 

1.52 .m (5 feet) size alligators by shooting.

Selection of Hunters

A total of 18 hunters and 5 alternates will be selected 

for the experimental harvest. These hunters will receive 

50% of the value for the alligtors they harvest and the 

Department will receive 50%. Each hunter will harvest 

approximately 111 alligators. Preference will be given to 

the individuals with previous trapping and/or alligator 

hunting experience on Marsh Island. Other hunters will be 

selected by screening applications (Fig. 2), using the 

criteria listed below, and then drawing names.

1) Previous trapping and/or alligator hunting 

experience on Marsh Island Refuge.

2) Previous alligator hunting experience in Louisiana.

3) Ownership 6f essential equipment for alligator 

hunting on Marsh Island. Due to the location and 

topography of Marsh Island Refuge each hunter will 

need two boats.

a) Minimum 18’ hull to cross the open water of 

Vermilion Bay on a daily basis.

b ) A smaller boat (small flat, mudboat, etc.) to 

hunt the interior bayous and ponds.

4) Each applicant will be required to report to the



4

refuge each morning until his quota is filled 

(no exceptions allowed).

5) Ability to follow specific instructions issued by 

Department personnel.

6) Ability to maintain required records.

7) All applicants will be checked for past wildlife 

violations. Any applicant possessing a wildlife 

violation in the past 5 years will be rejected.

All hunters will .be required to sign and abide by an 

alligator hunting contract (Fig. 3).

Unit Assignments

Hunters will be assigned to specific units on Marsh 

Island (Fig 4). Assignments of hunting units will be done 

by a drawing. Hunting units will be distributed throughout 

the refuge so that hunting success, reproductive rates and 

size-class data can be evaluated by habitat types.

Harvest Date

The 1987 experimental harvest will begin on July 6 .

The hunt will continue on a daily basis until the quota is 

completed or until specified by Department officials.

Harvest Methods

The base quota of 1,500 alligators will be harvested by 

the baited hook and line (fishing) method. The number of
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lines to be set daily by an individual will be regulated as 

needed to catch approximately 5 alligators per day per 

hunter. All alligators will be tagged according to 

Department regulations and taken to a central location for 

processing.

An additional allotment of 500 tags will be issued to 

shoot free swimming 1.22 m (4 feet) and 1.52 m (5 feet) 

alligators. Since these size classes are underrepresented 

in the fall harvest we are evaluating an alternate harvest 

methodology. Data on hunter effort and their ability to 

select c(Detain sized alligators will be evaluated.

Sale of Alligators

The sale of approximately 2,000 whole alligators will 

be advertised in April (Fig. 5). The bid to purchase these 

alligators will be awarded to the individual offering the 

highest price per foot. An official contract will be 

executed between the buyer and the Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife & Fisheries (Fig. 6). Alligators will be picked 

up each morning at the Marsh Island Headquarters dock. In 

order to utilize the meat, the alligators must be 

refrigerated at the time of pick-up. The length measurement 

taken at Marsh Island will be the official .length used for 

calculating payment. An official invoice form (provided by 

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries) will be 

utilized for all financial transactions between the buyer



and both the hunter’and the Department (Fig. 7). The 

hunters will be able to cash their invoices at a local bank 

(Now Iberia) every 5 days. The Department will be paid its 

share of the revenue within 7 days of the completion of the 

harvest.

Data Collection

All alligators will be brought to the refuge 

headquarters and loaded onto the transport boat. The 

following data will be collected:

1) Alligator hide tag numbers

2) Length (feet and inches)

3) Weight (pounds)

4) Sex

5) Location where the alligator is captured

6 ) ' All adult-size females ‘[>1.83 m (6 feet)] will be

web tagged and the head was painted to identify 

for necropsy.

7) All large males will be marked to identify for 

femur removal.

8) Obvious mutilations (i.e., cuts, bobtails, missing 

legs) will be recorded.

After processing, each alligator will be iced and 

transported to the processing facility. Fur & Refuge 

Division personnel will collect reproductive tracts and 

femurs immediately after the alligators are skinned. These



7

items will be labeled, placed in plastic bags and stored in 

freezers. Reproductive tracts will be examined at the New 

Iberia office for classification of reproductive status 

(i .e ., immature, producer, quiescent, or barren). Femurs 

will be sectioned for age determination. After completion 

of the 1987 harvest, data will be entered into a computer 

for analysis.

LITERATURE CITED
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Island Refuge. Mimeograph Report. 26 pp.
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reproductive study. (Submitted for publication in 
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TAYLOR, D . AND W . NEAL. 1984. Management implications 

of size-class frequency distributions in Louisiana 

alligator populations.• Wildl. Soc. Bull. 12:312-319.



Figure 1. Data and calculations necessary to establish 

the harvest quota for the 1987 Marsh Island Experimental 

Alligator Harvest Program.



CALCULATIONS FOR 1987 QUOTA

Data Source of Data

21.6% nesting rate (1986) July 1986 Marsh Island data

850 nests (1986) 1986 aerial nest survey and 
potential nesting females 
harvested in April and May 1986

56M:44F sex ratio 1986 Marsh Island data

Size class frequency 
distribution by sex Taylor and Neal, 1984

Size class frequency 
distribution in Marsh 
Island harvest 1986 Marsh Island harvest rate

During the 1986 Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest, 
adult-sized alligators were not harvested in proportion to their 
existence in the population (as calculated from past Louisiana 
harvest statistics and night count data) (Kinler et al. 1987). 
Therefore the 1987 harvest quota is based on estimated number 
of 2.13 m (7 feet) males instead of the total estimated number 
of 1.83 m (6 feet) alligators (both sexes).

Calculations

1) If 21.6% of ill.83 m (6 feet) females produced 850 nests; 
then 850 7 .216 = 3,935 total females i.1.83 m (6 feet)

2) If 56M:44F - adult sex ratio; then 5,009 = number of males 
>1.83 m (6 feet)

3) 5,009 + 3,935 = 8,944 total alligators 2.1.83 m (6 feet)

4) (5,009) x (.60) = 3,000 >.2.13 m (7 feet) males (Taylor 
and Neal 1984)

5) 3,000 x 18% harvest rate on >,2.13 m (7 feet) males -
54 0 tags for >.2.13 m (7 feet) males (Taylor and Neal 1984)

6) If 60M: 40F = sex ratio for >.2.13 m (7 feet) class 
(Taylor and Neal 1984); then 540 f .60 = 900 = Total tags 
for >.2.13 m (7 feet) class

7) If 2.2.13 m (7 feet) class = 4 0% of total harvest (Taylor 
and Neal, 1984) then 900 f .40 = 2,250 maximum harvest quota 
(by the fishing method).

8) 2,250 - 33% (reduction for potential errors in data) = 1,500 
harvest quota.



Figure 2. Hunter application form to be used for the 1987 

Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.



ALLIGATOR HUNTING ATHLICATION 
MARSH ISLAND EXRLIUHLNTAL HARVEST 

ISlti?
Applicudons muse bti in by May 8 , 1987 (no excoptionti)

NAME: PHONE: Home Office

STREET: CITY: STATE: ZIP:

SOCIAL SECURITY NUM11ER: DATE OF BIRTH

Please provide ctie following information on your previous alligator bunting 
experiences.
YEAR: 1986
Landowner (Maine); -- - —
VUone: Home_____ _ Work _ .... —
Number of tags Issued Humber of tags used —  —  . —

Please provide the same information on additional landowners on reverse side.
YEAR: 1985
Landowner (Name); —
Phone: Home Work --
Number of tags Issued _________________ Number of tags used —  —  —  —
YEAR; 1984
Landowner (Name): __
Phone: Home Work __ ,
Number of tags issued ___________________ _____ Number of tags used __________;--------
********************************* *********************************************************

Please provide the following information on Che boats you own and plan to use for 
harvesting alligators.
Category 1: Minimum size IB1 for open waters of Vermilion Buy.

, Boat Registration Numbers: LA
Expiration Date: Length Width
Horsepower Type of Engine
Category 11: Smaller boat (flat boat, mud boat, etc.) for hunting Interior poods and

bayous.
llout Registration Numbers: L A ________________
Expiration Date: ______________ Length Width
Horsepower . Type of Engine ____________________
A****AA*X****ft**Aft*Aft**A********ft**A*A*******Aft*****jl|*ikX**X*****A**AA***K***Aft*****A******

Are you self-employed (check one) YES __________ No _____________
If not self-employed provide the following information:
Employer;

1 Name Address

. •- •

Immediate Supervisor __________________________________ ( ) -
Name Telephone

AAAAAAXAAAAA*AA*AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAaAA*AA**A*A«*AAA*«**A*************A********fc**k*AAAAAKA*A*

1 certify that the information 1 have provided in this application is true. 1 understand
that falsification of this information may cause my application to be rejected, my name 
removed from the eligible register aml/or subject me to immediate dismissal from this 
project.

Signature of Applicant Date

KETUfiN APPLICATION TO: Louis iana Department o f  W ild l i fe  & F ish e r ie s
Fur and Refuge Divits ion 
R t . '4 ,  Box 78, D a rn e ll Road 
Neu Ib e r ia ,  LA 7Q880



Figure 3. Contract between the La. Department of Wildlife & 

Fisheries and the hunters participating in the 1987 Marsh 

Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.



LO UISIANA ULl'AKVM tlO ' OK U IL U L IK K  ANU K tiin U U K S

CON'I'KACT KOK ALLICATOK HUN IT NO ON MAKSH iSL.Xt.U U'JO?)

NAME: ____________________________________________________________  KiluNl".: __________

AUUKUSS:
Slrevl ue Uo* No. U n y  or Town, Zi[>

l hereby agree to follow all the rules ami regulations’ pertaining to Marsh Island 
Kefuge ami to alligator hunting.

Specilically t further understand that:

1) Ho commercial fishing activity such as crab traps, trot lines, gill nets,
or bush lines can be utilized on Harsh Island. Only spore fishing is allowed.
No trawling Is allowed within the boundaries of Harsh Island.

Z) A single firearm may be carried on to Harsh Island only alter clearance and 
registrarlut wlth Departmental peisonilvl. You may have Uie Iirearm In your 
possession only when you are checking your lines, uiiieroise the tirearu* 
must remain at your camp, houseboat or shrimp boat. The Iirearm can be 
utilized only to kill alligators. No other type ol wildl lie (including 
blackbirds and grackles) are to be harmed in any way.

1) No nighttime activities will be allowed on Harsh Island unless specified by
Hep.i rciueii t a 1 personnel. You may leave your camp or enter the relugc at sour I sc 
and you must return to your camp or leave the retugc by sunset.

A) No littering ot any kind will be allowed. You are responsible for proper 
disposal of all garbage and trash from your camp, houseboat or shrimp boat.

i) Kilty percent (SUZ) of the revenues derived from the safe of the whole alligators 
will go to the selected hunters and llfty percent (TUI) wl 11 go t» tin- Ih'p.irtimoit 
ol WilUllte and fisheries.

h) Selected hunters will provide all ol Vhe equipment new:.:,ai’y lor h.irveM ing 
his f|uota of alligators. Lack of proper equipment ur Continued lallufr III 
equipment will be grounds tur terminal fun.

7) Each selected hunter will have to report to Harsh Island each morning (at daylight) 
until his monthly quota of tags is tilled. Each selected hunter may have only 
one Licensed helper present at any one time, however this does nol alleviate 
the responsibility of tile selected hunter for being present on a dally basis.

B) ' Unless otherwise specified each hunter must take alligators only from his
designated unit. Unit assignments will be determined by a drawing. E>.n hunter 
must proceed to his designated unit at daylight , remove alligators l" row the lines 
and return immediately to the headquarter# facility. Each hooter must keep 
alligators cool by covering. Departmental personnel will spec 11 y j speciIic 
time by which all alligators must be delivered to the headquarters facility.

V) Unless otherwise specified all alligators will be taken by the hook and line
fishing technique. All alligators that are caught on the lines shall be taken.
You wu.Nt set lines so as to minimize the capture of alligators less than A I vet 
long. However, no alligators may be cut loose from hooks and lines lor purposes . 
of selecting larger alligators. The number of lines to be set will be regulated 
by Departmental personnel. Adjustment will be made as necessary, however each 
hunter shall have a quota of 5 alligators per day unless otherwise specified.

IU) No type of wild birds or animals may be used lor bail. You must supply your 
own bait and it should be of some type of domestic animal (heel melt, callow 
or lung or poultry parts) or a commercial iiui species.

II) Alligators must be tagged upon taking. Before you proceed to your n e u  line, 
(he alligator tag must be In place and fully locked.

IJ) Violation of any of these agreements by you or by your lIcem.vJ helper will 
be grounds for cancellation ol your alligator hunting privileges, revocation 
of all alligator tags and immediate removal from the area.

13) This contract becomes effective July 1 , 1VB7, and terminates at project 
completion.

I have read the above and understand that by signing beluw I agree to the above
terms.

Alligator Hunter Signature

Alll l vf L t t;Uu l u tV

AK^KUVKU:
La . Uvpt. ol 6 t l.TUt.nC a



Figure 4. Map of Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge with the 

designated hunting units for the 1987 Marsh Island 

Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.
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Figure 5. Information concerning the sale of whole 

alligators along with the official bid form for the 

1987 Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.



MARSH ISLAND EXPERIMENTAL ALLIGATOR HARVEST

BID PROPOSAL

The Fur and Refuge Division of the Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries is planning an experimental harvest of 

alligators on Marsh Island Refuge during the summer of 1987. We 

have projected a harvest of approximately 1,500 alligators 

beginning on July 6 , 1987. The harvest will continue until the

quota is completed. These alligators should average between 7 

and 8 feet in length. We also plan to harvest an additional 500 

alligators averaging 4 to 5 feet in length. We are interested in 

acting in the behalf of the alligator, hunters to sell these 

alligators whole so that the meat can be utilized in commercial 

sales.

By the way of this proposal, we are inviting you to submit a 

bid for these whole alligators on the attached form. We will 

accept bids through May 6 , 1987 at 11:00 a .m . At that time bids

will be opened and the buyer with the highest price per foot for 

the whole alligator will be awarded the bid. All prospective 

bidders must ,be properly licensed to. handle alligator hides, meat 

and parts. Verification of license will be required. All 

bidders must comply to all Louisiana State Health Department 

regulations governing the sale of alligator meat. All bidders 

must comply with all applicable state and federal regulations.



The Fur oriel Refuge Division reserves the right to reject all bids 

if the bid price is unsatisfactory.

Alligators will have to be picked up each day by boat at the 

Marsh Island Refuge Headquarters facilities located on Bird 

Island Bayou which is approximately 6 miles south of Cypremort 

Point in St. Mary Parish. In order to utilize the meat, 

alligators will have to be iced or refrigerated upon pick-up.

The boat utilized to transport the alligators from Marsh Island 

Refuge must be approved by Department personnel and must have the 

following capabilities:

1) An automatic winch system and a derrick system capable 

of hoisting very large alligators from the hunter’s boat 

onto the deck and into the refrigerated storage room of 

the transport boat. The winch system will also be used 

to weigh the alligators.

2) An open deck area approximately 2 0 ’ x 30’ to process 

the alligators

, 3) Storage capacity to refrigerate a minimum of 100,

7 to 8 feet alligators

4) A crew on the boat consisting of a minimum of two or 

three people capable of handling large alligators

5) The boat must be docked at the headquarters facility 

by 7:30 a .m . each day the hunt is in progress.

The successful bidder is responsible for making all arrangements 

and must provide all personnel necessary to expeditiously move



the alligators from the boat to a refrigerated truck.

Alligators will be measured, sexed and webb-tagged by 

Department personnel on Marsh Island at the time of pick-up.

This length measurement will be the official length used for 

calculating payment. Please keep in mind that alligators' will be 

measured in feet and inches and payment made on this total length 

(payment for an alligator measuring 6 ’6" will be calculated as 

6.5’ times bid price).

The Department will provide an official invoice form to be 

completed each day for each hunter. This form will be used for 

all financial transactions between the buyer and both the hunter 

and the Department. The hunter will be able to redeem his 

invoices for cash at a local bank in New Iberia every 5 days.

The Department will redeem their invoices, in full, no later than 

1 week after completion of the harvest. Fifty percent of the 

value of the alligators will go to the Department while the 

remaining 50% will go to the hunter.

The successful bidder must cooperate with Department 

personnel allowing us to pull samples such as leg bones and 

reproductive tracts in the processing facility. These samples 

will be taken immediately after the animal is skinned.

A formal contract will be executed between the highest 

bidder and the Department of Wildlife-& Fisheries.



OFFICIAL BID FORM

It FLOW INFORMATION IS TO BF TYPED OR PRINTED IN INK

Company Name_________________________________ Phone #

Company Address ______________________________

Bidder’s Name___

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ATTACHED PROPOSAL AND AGREE THAT 

IF I FAIL TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

THIS CONTRACT WILL BE TERMINATED IMMEDIATELY.

Bidder’s Signature

PRICE PER FOOT $ ___________ _

(Measured to nearest inch for whole alligator)

If additional information is needed, contact 

Noel Kinler or Greg Linscombe at (318) 369-3807.

RETURN THIS ORIGINAL SIGNED FORM IN ENCLOSED BLUE ENVELOPE 

BY MAY 6 , 1987, 11:00 AM



Figure 6 . Contract to be executed between the La. Department 

of Wildlife & Fisheries and the highest bidder for purchase of 

alligators harvested in the 1987 Marsh Island Experimental 

Alligator Harvest Program.



STATE OK LO UISIANA 

KAKISH OK Eu>e b,.Cun Kout-.v

CONCKiVCC

U«8 i t ' kn o w n , c tia c  on  c h i t i  DAY OK t l iu  L o u l : . l . i i iu

p g p a r c t c g n c  o t  U l l J I l f c  a n d  K l ^ h c r K - a  ( l i e r u I n a l E « r  s OQi t i i l muu  r c i c r r c J  t o  a *  " U e p u r t m u n t ” )

and ' ’ - (U«ceUia£ter
soaetloti# raterrau to as "Contractor:} Jo hereby enter into contract under the following 
ceres and conditions:

Contractor hereby agrees to furnish the following services:
1.'

Contractor shall comply with all Louisiana State Health Uepurtoieiit laws and 
regulations governing the sale of alligator meat and all other applicable state and 
federal laws and regulations pertaining to the purchase of approximately 2,000 

u l H g a t o r s  during July 19b? from the Marsh Island experimental alligator harvest at

a price of __________  per foot (measured to the nearest inch for whole alligators).

Harvesting of- alligators will begin on July b, 1987.

2.

Contractor shall pick up alligators each day by boat at the Marsh Island Kefugc 
Headquarters facility located on Bird Island bayou, approximately six miles south 

of Cypremort Point, St. Mary Parish or at any other location designated by State 

during the term of this contract.

3.

Contractor will immediately ice and/or refrigerate alligators upon pick up.

A.
Contractor will allow State personnel to measure, sex and web tag alligators at 

time of pick up.

5.

Contractor agrees that the above length measurement will be the official length 

used tot calculating payment pursuant to this contract.

6.

Contractor shall daily and at the time of pick up pay one-half the total Value 

payable to each alligator hunter and one-half the total value payable to Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and fisheries.

7.
Contractor hereby agrees to cooperate with State personnel in allowing the 

sampling of leg bones, reproductive tracts and ocher alligator parts at a time 
Immediately.after skinning.

ti.

Upon completion of this contract, or if terminated earlier, all records, reports, 
worksheets or any other materials related to this contract shall become the property 
of the Department.

9.

It is hereby agreed that the department Auditor shall have the option of auditing 
all accounts of contractor which relate to this contract.

10 .

Contractor hereby agrees and understands chat failure to comply with any of the 

above terms and conditions of this contract may result In termination of this contract 

by the Department.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED AT Baton Itougc, Louisiana, on the d a y , month and 

year first written above.

Witnesses: Contractor:

b y : _____________________________________________

D e p a r tm e n t u t  U 11 d l  11 e a n d  l is l ie - r  tv s

by:_____________________
J. Burton An,> H e , Secretary



Figure 7. Official invoice form to be used for the 1987

Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 
WfLBLIFE & FISHERIES

OFFICIAL RECEIPT
0001Receipt No.

DATE:

HUNTER'S NAME:

Beton Rouge, LA 70895
License No.:

Purchased by:

WHOLESALE FISH & FUR CO. 
I860 Scenic Highway 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
604-343-9785

MARSH ISLAND EXPERIMENTAL ALLIGATOR HARVEST

A LL IG A T O R  H IDE TAG NO.
LENGTH 

FT. /  IN. SEX CARCASS TAG NO.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Payment Rate $20.10/ft. X Total Feet__________________ = S

Payment Rate S1.675/in. X Total Inches______ j_________ = S

TOTAL VALUE $

Amount to be paid to hunter (50% of total value)............................................................................• S_

Amount to be paid to Department of Wildlife & Fisheries (50% of total value).................................. S

SIGNED: ___ :________________ ________________________  _________________________________
Hunier Wholesale Fish & Fur Co.

Louisiana Department ol WAdlile & Fisheries Bank Representative IDATEi



J  B U R T O N  A N G E L L E ,  S R
9 C C O C T A H T

m o ^ i  0 2 3 - 3 6 1 7

D E P A R T M E N T  OF  W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  

N E W  I B E R I A  F I E L D  O F F I C E  

R O U T E  4 B O X  7 8  

N E W  I B E R I A ,  L O U I S I A N A  7 0 5 6 0  

3 1 8 / 3 6 9 - 3 8 0 7

E D W IN  W. E D W A R D S
OOVCWN0K

ADVERTISEM ENT FOR A LL IG A T O R  HUNTERS FOR AN 

EXPERIMENTAL A LL IG A T O R  HARVEST ON MARSH ISLAND REFUGE

The  Louis iana D epartm ent o f  W ild life  and F ishe ries  is p la n n in g  to  c o n d u c t an 

expe rim e n ta l h a rv e s t o f  a llig a to rs  from  M arsh Is la n d  R efuge in  Ib e r ia  P a ris h . We 

p ro je c t a h a rv e s t o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  2,000 a llig a to rs  d u r in g  the  Summer o f 1987.

T he  h a rv e s t w ill beg in  on J u ly  6, 1987 and co n tin u e  (n o n -s to p ) u n t il the  h a rv e s t 

is com ple ted . The h a rv e s t w ill la s t a minimum o f  20 to  30 d a y s ; th e re fo re  each 

h u n te r  m ust be able to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  h a rv e s t fo r  th is  e n t ire  p e rio d  o r u n t il 

re leased by D epartm enta l o f f ic ia ls .  Invo ices  from  the  sale o f  a llig a to rs  to ta lin g  

$500.00 w ill be he ld  as a d e p o s it to  e n su re  com plete coopera tion  from  the  h u n te rs .  

F a ilu re  to  com ply w ill re s u lt  in  fo r fe i tu re  o f  the  d e p o s it. T he  Louisiana D epartm ent 

o f  W ild life  and F ishe ries  w ill s o lic it  b id s  fo r  the  sale o f the  whole a llig a to rs  taken 

d u r in g  th is  expe rim en ta l h a rv e s t.  F i f ty  p e rce n t o f  the  monies rece ived  from  the  

sales o f  these a llig a to rs  w ill go to  the  se lected h u n te rs  and f i f t y  p e rce n t to  th e  

Lou is iana D epartm ent o f  W ild life  and F ish e rie s .

A to ta l o f 18 h u n te rs  and 5 a lte rn a te s  w ill be se lected based on the  fo llo w in g  

c r i te r ia :

1) P rev ious t ra p p in g  a n d /o r  a llig a to r  h u n tin g  exp e rie n ce  on M arsh Is land  

R efuge.

2) P rev ious a llig a to r  h u n tin g  expe rience  in  Lou is iana .

3) O w nersh ip  o f  essen tia l equ ipm en t fo r  a llig a to r  h u n tin g  on M arsh Is la n d . 

Due to  the  loca tion  and to p o g ra p h y  o f  M arsh Is la n d  Refuge each h u n te r  

w ill need tw o  boa ts .

a) Minimum 18' h u ll to  c ross the  open w a te rs  o f V e rm ilion  Bay on. a 

d a ily  bas is .

b) A sm alle r boa t (sm all f la t ,  m udboat, e tc .)  to  h u n t the  in te r io r  bayous 

and ponds.



4) Each a p p lic a n t m ust be able to  re p o r t  to  th e  re fu g e  each m orn ing  

u n t il h is  m on th ly  quo ta  is f il le d  (No excep tions  a llo w e d ). I f  an 

a p p lic a n t has a re g u la r  job  he m ust p ro v id e  w r it te n  docum enta tion  

(s igne d  b y  y o u r  immediate s u p e rv is o r)  th a t he w ill be able to  

p a r t ic ip a te  in  th is  h a rv e s t fo r  th e  e n tire  p e rio d  (20 to  30 d a y s ) .

5) A b il i ty  to  fo llow  s p e c ific  in s tru c t io n s  issued  b y  D epartm enta l pe rso n n e l.

6) A b il i ty  to  m a in ta in  re q u ire d  re c o rd s .

7) A ll a p p lica n ts  w ill be checked fo r  pas t w ild life  v io la tio n s  fo r  a pe riod  

o f f iv e  ye a rs .

I f  an o n ly  i f  you can meet these p re lim in a ry  c r ite r ia  and i f  you are 

in te re s te d  in  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th is  expe rim e n ta l a l lig a to r  h a rv e s t on M arsh Is land  

Refuge please re q u e s t an a p p lica tio n  form  from  th e  fo llo w in g  ad d re ss :

Louisiana D epa rtm en t o f  W ild life  S F ishe ries  
F u r and R efuge D iv is ion  
R t. 4, Box 78, D a rne ll Road 
New Ib e r ia , LA 70560

A p p lic a tio n s  w ill be accepted th ro u g h  May 8, 1987. A p p lic a tio n s  w ill be 

rev iew ed  and in d iv id u a ls  w ill be in te rv ie w e d  as deemed necessary b y  D epartm enta l 

p e rso n n e l. H u n te rs  w ill be se lected  and n o tif ie d  b y  June 1, 1987.

Please do not request an application unless you can meet the previously 

mentioned criteria . I f  additional information is needed, please contact me at 
(318) 369-3807.

Noel Kinler, Research Biologist
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J. BURTON ANGELLE. SR.SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

DISTRICT VIII 
400 ROYAL ST.

NEW ORLEANS. LA 70130

April 27, 1987

EDWIN W EDWARDS
G O V ERNOR

COASTAL & MARINE RESOURCES

SURVEY SECTION 
03 - 43

ACTIVITY REPORT

MARCH 30, 1987 thru APRIL 26, 1987

During this period field activity consisted of:

124 - Surveys that were scheduled.
48 - Surveys that were unabled to be done due to bad weather or 

fishermen unable to meet surveyor.

Surveys that were completed consisted of:

3 5  - Leases that were tied into the monument control system.
6 - Applications for new area.

27 - 15 year limitations.
8 - Restake applications.

Total field activity:

1985 1986 1987

473 480 442 - Surveys scheduled.
246 314 236 - Surveys performed.
218 160 206 - Surveys unable to be done due to bad weather 

or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.
1 0 0 - Survey where fishermen refused to survey.
0 0 0 - Disputes settled.
8 4 0 - No shows.
0 2 0 - Applications cancelled by request.

Office activity during this period:

$.. 850.90 
$1,055.00 

10 
17

Lease rental collected. 
Survey fees collected. 
Applications filed.
New leases issued.

<y

ALFRED T. ANDERSON 
REG.N0. 04011

REGISTERED 
PROFESSIONAL

LVo su*
*v

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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SEAFOOD DIVISION 
(504)566-5676

>* •>

\

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENJ OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES \

. WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES BUILDING 

' "V  . 400 ROYAL STREET

. .• A

.; NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA. 70130
,'V

r April 27-̂  1987 \

OYSTER LEASE AUCTION

\ x •
SURVEY SECTION

i: (504)568-5681

i> ■
• 5 •

. - -

On March 31, 1987, the first oyster lease auction was held at 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Building on 400 Royal Street. 165 leases 
were auctioned. 117 leases containing 5,964 acres were sold for 
$56,993.74. 48 leases containing 5,061 acres did not receive an
opening bid and therefore were cancelled and made available for 
application at the next opening in August 1987.



Notice of Intent

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby expresses intent to 
adopt a minimum legal size for Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus) in 
Louisiana waters. The minimum legal size shall be established as 14" (inches) total 
length, or 12" (inches) fork length. Authority for this change is included in 
RS56:326.1.

Interested parties may submit written comments or comment on this 
proposed change until 4:30 p.m., July 2, 1987 in person or writing to: Mr. J. Burton 
Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Post Office 
Box 15570, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895*

J. Bjirton Angelle 
Secretary



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

WORKSHEET

I. A. COSTS OR SAVINGS TO STATE AGENCIES RESULTING FROM THE ACTION PROPOSED

1. What is the anticipated increase (decrease) in cost to implement the proposed 
action?

COSTS FY 86-87 FY 87-88 FY 88-89

PERSONAL SERVICES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
OTHER CHARGES 
EQUIPMENT

None

TOTAL

MAJOR REPAIR & CONSTR.

POSITIONS UO

2. Provide a narrative explanation of the costs or savings shown in "I.A.",
including the increase or reduction in workload or additional paperwork (number of 
new forms, additional documentation, etc.) anticipated as a result of the 
implementation of the proposed action. Describe all data, assumptions, and methods 
used in calculating these costs.

3. Sources of funding for implementing the proposed rule or rule change.

SOURCE FY 86-87 FY 87-88 FY 88-89

STATE GENERAL FUND 
AGENCY SELF- 
GENERATED (Specify) 
DEDICATED (Specify) 
FEDERAL FUNDS (Specify) 
OTHER (Specify)

None

TOTAL

A. Does your agency currently have sufficient funds to implement the proposed 
action? If not, how and when do you anticipate obtaining such funds?

Yes

B. COST OR SAVINGS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS RESULTING FROM THE ACTION PROPOSED.

1. Provide an estimate of the anticipated impact of the proposed action on local
governmental units , including adjustments in workload and paperwork 
requirements. Describe all data, assumptions and methods used in calculating 
this impact.

None

2, Indicate the sources of funding of the local governmental unit which will be 
affected by these costs or savings.

None



La. Dept, of
Revised 2/9/87 FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT Dept.: midlife & Fisheries '

Coastal and Marine
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES Office: ..Resources__________ : j

Rule .'
SUMMARY Title:_________________ _ -

In accordance with Section 953 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there 
is hereby submitted a fiscal and economic impact statement on the rule proposed for 
adoption, repeal or amendment. _

Part A: Narrative
(A) Provide a brief summary of the content of the rule (if proposed for adoption, 

amendment or repeal) or a brief summary of the change in the rule (if proposed 
for amendment).

Will adopt a minimum legal size for Spanish mackerel in Louisiana waters.
The length shall be established as 14" (inches) total length and 12" (inches) 
fork length.

(B) Summarize the circumstances which require this action, (if the action is
required by federal regulations, attach a copy of the applicable regulation.)

Federal regulations are determined by Department staff to be most beneficial 
to those resources occurring in state waters. Other Gulf states have adopted 
those size limits, and Louisiana should to eliminate harvest and marketing , 
problems.

Part B: Compliance with Act 11 of the 1986 First Extraordinary Session ;
(A) Effective Date of Rule or Rule Change: __________________________________ ;
(B) Did the Legislature specifically appropriate the funds necessary for the 

associated expenditures?
1. Yes _________ If yes, documentation must be attached.
2. No X_____  If no, provide justification as to why this rule or rule

change should be published at this time.
Published prior to fishing season.

Part C: Summary Statements to be Published
The following summary statements, based on the attached worksheets, will be 
published in the Louisiana Register with the proposed agency rule.

• !

I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS
(Summary)

II.

III.

IV.

None

ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 
(Summary)

None

ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)

None

i r

il

ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)

None
r' l  ! :

Signature of Agency Head or Designee MARK C. DRENNEN 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICER

Date of Agency Submission Date of signature



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

WORKSHEET

II. EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS

A. What increase (decrease) in revenues can be anticipated from the proposed 
action?

REVENUE INCREASE/DECREASE FY 86-87 FY 87-88 FY 88-89

STATE GENERAL FUND 

AGENCY SELF-GENERATED (Specify) 

RESTRICTED FUNDS (Specify) 

FEDERAL FUNDS (Specify)

LOCAL FUNDS

None

TOTAL

B. Provide a narrative explanation of each increase or decrease in revenues shown 
in "II.A." Describe all data, assumptions, and methods used in calculating 
these increases or decreases.



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

WORKSHEET

III. COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
GROUPS

A. What persons or non-governmental groups would be directly affected by the 
proposed action? For each, provide an estimate and a narrative description of 
any effects on costs, including workload adjustments and additional paperwork 
(number of new forms, additional documentation, etc.), they may have to incur as 
a result of the proposed action.

None

B. Also provide an estimate of any revenue impact resulting from this rule or 
rule change to these groups.

None

IV. EFFECTS ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT

Identify and provide estimates of the impact of the proposed action on 
competition and employment in the public and private sectors. Include a summary 
of any data, assumptions and methods used in making these estimates.

None



GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
Lincoln Center, Suite 881 • 5401 W. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa. Florida 33609 • Phone: 813/228-2815 !

mackerel 
tlon of

March 31, 1987

Dr.  William Fox
University of Miami Rosentlel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences 

4600 Rlckenbacker Causeway 
Miami, Florida 33149

Dear Bill:

I'm responding to your letter  to Chairman Brumfield regard! 
rules and state actions. We appreciate the Commission's const 
these rule changes which will address what NMFS has Identified as a 
significant local loop-hole resulting In continuation of landing of 
comm erclal catch after closure of those fisheries. I have enclosed previous 
letters to the states regarding compatible regulation (the last of which Is 
dated 10/3/85) and state responses (all from Texas).

I contacted each of the states to determine their progress In addressing the 
commercial landing closures and bag l imit actions. These are summarized 
as follows:

Commercial  king mackerel landings

o Texas bag l imit of two fish per person applies to all persons, fish are not 
landed commercially.

o Mississippi Invoked an emergency rule In mid March to prohibit sale of 
fishery landings.

o Alabama reported fish are not landed commercially,  

o Louisiana Indicated commercial landings from EEZ have been closed.

Spanish mackerel commercial landings

o No states have taken action. No fish have been taken commercially 
from western Gulf. Council recommendation for emergency rule 
extension for four fish bag l imit from the EEZ was taken with 
understanding commercial fishery would be limited to state waters 
since none of western quota has been taken.

A c o u n c il a u tho rized  b y  P u b lic  L o w  9 4 ’265 , the F ishe ry  C onserva tion <5 M anagem ent A c t  o f  1976



V

Dr. William Fax 
Page 2
March 31, 1987

King mackerel bag limits

o Texas and Mississippi have Implemented two fish per person per trip

o Alabama submitted a proposed rule for a two fish bag l imit in March. 

Spanish mackerel bag limits

o Alabama Included In its proposed rule a four fish bag l imit.

o Other Gulf states have not taken action, since Council has not 
determined a bag limit level for Spanish mackerel other than the 
temporary emergency rule.

Size limits

o All states, except Louisiana, have I

Wayne E. Swingle 
Executive Director

WESiplb

Enclosure

cc: George Brumfield
Bob Mahood
Connor Davis, w/copy enclosure 
Alex J ernlgan, w/copy enclosure 
Craig O'Connor, w/copy enclosure 
Mackerel Management Committee  
Staff

llm its.

cobla siz e Mm its.

Sincerely,



RULE

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt rules and 
regulations establishing the minimum legal size for Spanish mackerel 
(Scomberomorus maculatus) as fourteen (14) inches total length, or twelve (12) 
inches fork length.

Authority for adoption of this rule Is included in R$56:326.1.



RULE

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt rules and 
regulations establishing the minimum legal size of cobia (Rachycentron canadum) 
as thirty-three (33) inches fork length.

Authority for adoption of this rule is included in R556:362.1.



Notice of Intent

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby expresses intent to 
adopt a minimum legal size for cobia (Rachycentron canadum) in Louisiana waters. 
The minimum legal size shall be established as 33" (inches) fork length. Authority 
for this change is included in R556:326.1.

Interested parties may submit written comments or comment on this 
proposed change until 4:30 p.m., July 2, 1987 in person or writing to: Mr. J. Burton 
Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Post Office 
Box 15570, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895.

Secretary
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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
Lincoln Center, Suite 881 • 5401 W. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, Florida 33609 • Phone: 813/228-2815 1

March 31, 1987

Dr. William Fox
University of Miami Rosentlel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences 

4600 Rlckenbacker Causeway 
Miami, Florida 33149

Dear Bill:

I'm responding to your letter  to Chairman Brumfield regarding mackerel 
rules and state actions. We appreciate the Commission's constott^t lonof  
these rule changes which will address what NMFS has Identlfled^as T 
significant local loop-hole resulting In continuation of landing of 
commercial catch after closure of those fisheries. I have enclosed previous 
letters to the states regarding compatible regulation (the last of which Is 
dated 10/3/85) and state responses (all from Texas).

I contacted each of the states to determine their progress In addressing the 
commercial landing closures and bag limit actions. These are summarized 
as follows:

Commercial  king mackerel landings

o Texas bag l imit of  two fish per person applies to all persons, fish are not 
landed commercially.

o Mississippi Invoked an emergency rule In mid March to prohibit sale of 
fishery landings.

o Alabama reported fish are not landed comm erclally. 

o Louisiana Indicated commercial landings from EEZ have been closed.

Spanish mackerel commercial landings

o No states have taken action. No fish have been taken commercially 
from western Gulf. Council recommendation for emergency rule 
extension for four fish bag l imit from the EEZ was taken with 
understanding commercial fishery would be limited to state waters 
since none of western quota has been taken.

A couueiV a u th o rize d  h y  P u b lic  L a w  94-265 , the F ish e ry  C onserva tion  &  M anagem ent A c t  o f  1976



Dr. William Fox 
Page 2
March 31, 1987

King mackerel bag limits

o Texas and Mississippi have Implemented two fish per person per trip 
limits.

o Alabama submitted a proposed rule for a two fish bag l imit In March.

Spanish mackerel bag limits

o Alabama Included In Its proposed rule a four fish bag l imit.

o Other ,-Gulf states have not taken action, since Council has not 
determined a bag l imit level for Spanish mackerel other than the 
temporary emergency rule.

Size llmIts

o All states, except Louisiana, have I

Wayne E. Swingle 
Executive Director

WES:plb

Enclosure

cc: George Brumfield
Bob M ahood
Connor Davis, w/copy enclosure 
Alex Jernlgan, w/copy enclosure 
Craig O'Connor, w/copy enclosure 
Mackerel Management Committee  
Staff

cobla slz e llm Its.

Sincerely



Revised 2/9/87 FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
La. Dept, of

Dept.: Wildlife & Fisheries ■ 
Coastal and Marine 

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES Office: ..Resources_______
Rule

SUMMARY Title: __________________ _

In accordance with Section 953 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there 
is hereby submitted a fiscal and economic impact statement on the rule proposed for 
adoption, repeal or amendment.

Part A: Narrative
(A) Provide a brief summary of the content of the rule (if proposed for adoption, 

amendment or repeal) or a brief summary of the change in the rule (if proposed 
for amendment).
Will adopt a minimum legal size for Cobia in Louisiana waters. The length 
shall be established as 33" (inches) fork length.

(B) Summarize the circumstances which require this action. (If the action is
required by federal regulations, attach a copy of the applicable regulation.)

Federal regulations are determined by Department staff to be most beneficial 
to those resources occurring in state waters. Other Gulf states have adopted 
this size limit, and Louisiana should to eliminate harvest and marketing 
problems.

Part B: Compliance with Act 11 of the 1986 First Extraordinary Session
(A) Effective Date of Rule or Rule Change:
(R) Did the Legislature specifically appropriate the funds necessary for the 

associated expenditures?
1. Yes ________  If yes, documentation must be attached.
2. No X_____  If no, provide justification as to why this rule or rule

change should be published at this time.
Published prior to fishing season.

Part C: Summary Statements to be Published
The following summary statements, based on the attached worksheets, will be 
published in the Louisiana Register with the proposed agency rule.

I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS
(Summary)

None

II.

III.

IV.

ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 
(Summary)

None

M
:

ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)

None

11

\

ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)

None

Signature of Agency Head or Designee MARK C. DRENNEN 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICER

Date of Agency Submission Date of signature



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

WORKSHEET

I. A. COSTS OR SAVINGS TO STATE AGENCIES RESULTING FROM THE ACTION PROPOSED

1. What is the anticipated increase (decrease) in cost to implement the proposed 
action?

COSTS_________________________FY 86-87_______________FY 87-88_____________FY 88-89

PERSONAL SERVICES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
OTHER CHARGES WOne
EQUIPMENT_________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL

MAJOR REPAIR & CONSTR.

POSITIONS(//)

2. Provide a narrative explanation of the costs or savings shown in "I.A.", 
including the increase or reduction in workload or additional paperwork (number of 
new forms, additional documentation, etc.) anticipated as a result of the 
implementation of the proposed action. Describe all data, assumptions, and methods 
used in calculating these costs.

3. Sources of funding for implementing the proposed rule or rule change.

SOURCE FY 86-87 FY 87-88 FY 88-89

STATE GENERAL FUND 
AGENCY SELF-
GENERATED (Specify) 
DEDICATED (Specify) 
FEDERAL FUNDS (Specify) 
OTHER (Specify)

None

TOTAL

A. Does your agency currently have sufficient funds to implement the proposed 
action? If not, how and when do you anticipate obtaining such funds?

Yes

B. COST OR SAVINGS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS RESULTING FROM THE ACTION PROPOSED.

1. Provide an estimate of the anticipated impact of the proposed action on local 
governmental units , including adjustments in workload and paperwork 
requirements. Describe all data, assumptions and methods used in calculating 
this impact.

None

2. Indicate the sources of funding of the local governmental unit which will be 
affected by these costs or savings.

None



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

WORKSHEET

III. COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
GROUPS

A. What persons or non-governmental groups would be directly affected by the 
proposed action! For each, provide an estimate and a narrative description of 
any effects on costs, including workload adjustments and additional paperwork 
(number of new forms, additional documentation, etc.), they may have to incur as 
a result of the proposed action.

None

B. Also provide an estimate of any revenue impact resulting from this rule or 
rule change to these groups.

None

IV. EFFECTS ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT

Identify and provide estimates of the impact of the proposed action on 
competition and employment in the public and private sectors. Include a summary 
of any data, assumptions and methods used in making these estimates.

None



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

WORKSHEET

II. EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS

A. What increase (decrease) in revenues can be anticipated from the proposed 
action?

REVENUE INCREASE/DECREASE______ FY 86-87____________FY 87-88____________ FY 88-89

STATE GENERAL FUND

AGENCY SELF-GENERATED (Specify)

RESTRICTED FUNDS (Specify)

FEDERAL FUNDS (Specify) None
LOCAL FUNDS

TOTAL

B. Provide a narrative explanation of each increase or decrease in revenues shown 
in "II.A." Describe all data, assumptions, and methods used in calculating 

* these increases or decreases.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE  AND F ISHERIES COMMISSION

In  accordance w ith  the  em ergency p ro v is io n s  o f R . S . 4 9 :9 5 3 (b )# the  

A d m in is tra tiv e  P rocedures A c t,  R . S . 56:967 w h ich a llow s the  W ild life  and 

F ishe ries  Commission to  use em ergency p roced u re s  to  set sh rim p  seasons 

and R . S . 56:497, th e  Lou is iana W ild life  and F ishe ries  Commission does:

1. H ereby set the  1987 in sho re  s p r in g  sh rim p  season to  

open a t 6:00 A .M . on M onday, May 25, 1987, s ta te w id e .

2. A u th o riz e  and empower th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  the  D epartm ent 

o f  W ild life  and F ishe ries  to  close th e  1987 in sho re  sh rim p  

season in any  area w here  the  season needs to  be closed 

to  p ro te c t fo rth co m in g  w h ite  sh rim p  c ro p  as d e fin e d  in 

R . S . 56:497.

3. Sets a special w h ite  sh rim p  season fo r  Calcasieu Lake 

in c lu d in g  th a t p o rt io n  o f  th e  Calcasieu S h ip  C hannel south 

o f channel m a rke r 91-92 to  ru n  from  6:00 A .M . T ue sday ,

May 5 th ro u g h  6:00 A .M . F r id a y , May 8, 1987.

4. P rov ide  th a t the  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  W ild life  and 

F ishe ries  g iv e  a minimum o f 72 h ou rs  no tice  p r io r  to  the  

c los ing  o f  th e  1987 s p r in g  sh rim p  season o r  th e  open ing  o f 

any special season.

Dale v m e t,  Chairm an
Lou is iana W ild life  and F ishe ries  Commission



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance w ith  the  em ergency p ro v is io n s  o f R . S . 4 9 :9 5 3 (b ), 

the  A d m in is tra tiv e  P rocedures A c t, R . S . 56:967 w h ich  a llow s th e  W ild life  

and F ishe ries  Commission to  use em ergency p ro ce d u re s  to  set sh rim p  seasons 

and R . S . 56:497, th e  Louisiana W ild life  and F ishe ries  Commission does:

1. H ereby set the  1987 in sho re  s p r in g  sh rim p  season to  

open a t 6:00 A .M . on M onday, May 25, 1987, s ta tew ide .

2. A u th o riz e  and empower th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  the  D epartm ent 

o f W ild life  and F ishe ries  to  close th e  1987 in sho re  shrim p 

season in a ny  area w here th e  season needs to  be closed 

to  p ro te c t fo rth co m in g  w h ite  sh rim p  c ro p  as de fin ed  in 

R . S . 56:497.

5^/5 A spec ia l  zhnitop 6eAscfi( 6/9/czi5;^
3. iV r th n rh r i nnd nmpowr r  th r ■*icnTiTitnry ~ of  ttir~ n rp n n tm rn t

fiD h on imj ■ Iujcu I  u jp u c ia l whi te  ohTlimp^ Bcaoon
o f  c A/1A/a/(F/ /tyfULlt&Tt yy-fZ fo? ^ 00 /),/}),

•te*kaiivoofri"O v o rw in to rin g  w h i te  s h r im p -^ u r in g J V la y ;—19W i fs~ H\y<5i\KQb & ‘O o A ‘A\,
thcji ,ta ieh riiLJi,~dDto~~indicritotr~tho~nood~fcHr ouchi a sonrobn.

4. P rov ide  th a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  D epartm ent o f  W ild life  

and F ishe ries  g iv e  a minimum o f 72 h o u rs  no tice  p r io r  to  

th e  c los ing  o f the  1987 s p r in g  sh rim p  season o r  the  open ing  o f
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Suite 400-H 
World Trade Center 
2 Canal Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
March 11, 1987

William S. Ferret 
Assistant Secretary
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office. Box 15570
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895
Dear Corky:
For your information and use, presented below are 1) 1986 
Louisiana shrimp landings and 2) 1986 shrimp catch from 
Louisiana waters.

1986 Louisiana Shrimp Landings
Species Pounds Dollars

Heads-on Heads-off
Brown
Pink
White
Seabobs

62,422,435
9,424

71,541,056
12,708,149

38,771,699
5,890

46,455,231
8,305,980

68,549,890
32,126

132,634,431
5,139,282

Total 146,681,064 93,538,800 206,355,729

1986 Shrimp Catch from Louisiana Waters*
Species Pounds Dollars

Heads-on Heads-off
Brown
Pink
White
Seabobs

87,827,638
37,312

81,309,374
13,528,362

54,551,328
23,320

52,798,295
8,842,067

129,233,620
75,003

159,292,875
5,468,931

Total 182,702,686 116,215,010 294,070,429

♦Note: "Louisiana waters" are here defined as NMFS statistical
grid areas 12 through 17, inclusive, both inshore and offshore.



I believe that these totals represent new records for both 
annual Louisiana shrimp landings and for the annual catch 
of shrimp from Louisiana waters.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas R. Dawley 
Area Supervisor

cc: LDWF - Bowman f
LSU CWR CFI - Bane 
F/SECxll3 - Snell 
F/SECxll34 - Usie
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DECLARATIO N OF EMERGENCY 

W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance w ith  the  em ergency p ro v is io n s  o f R . S . 4 9 :9 5 3 (b ), 

the  A d m in is tra tiv e  P rocedures A c t, R . S . 56:967 w h ich a llow s the  W ild life  

and F ishe ries  Commission to  use em ergency p roced u re s  to  set sh rim p seasons 

and R . S . 56:497, th e  Lou is iana W ild life  and F ish e rie s  Commission does:

1. H ereby set the  1987 insho re  s p r in g  sh rim p  season to  

open a t 6 :00 A .M . on M onday, May 25, 1987, s ta tew ide .

/
2, A u th o riz e  and empower the  S e c re ta ry  o f the  D epartm ent 

o f  W ild life  and F ishe ries  to  close the  1987 in sh o re  shrim p 

season in  a ny  area w here the  season needs to  be closed 

to  p ro te c t fo rth co m in g  w h ite  sh rim p  c ro p  as d e fin e d  in 

R . S . 56:497.

3. A u th o riz e  and empower the  S e c re ta ry  o f the  D epartm ent

o f W ild life  and F ishe ries  to  set a special w h ite  sh rim p  season 

to  h a rv e s t o v e rw in te r in g  w h ite  sh rim p  d u r in g  M ay, 1987 i f  

the  techn ica l data ind ica tes  the  need fo r  such a season.

4, P rov ide  th a t the  S e c re ta ry  o f the  D epartm ent o f  W ild life  

and F ishe ries  g iv e  a minimum o f 72 h o u rs  no tice  p r io r  to

the  c los ing  o f the  1987 s p r in g  sh rim p  season o r  the  open ing  o f 

any special season.

Dale V in e t, Chairm an
Louisiana W ild life  and F ishe ries  Commission


